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Re-ignite the Radical imagination
Dear Reader:

This is what you can ask for, this is what you can expect. 

We get told this all the time by our liberal friends, pundits on 
Sunday morning talk shows, lobbyists, politicians: the entire 
political establishment.

These are the rules. This is how we get things done. They 
drum a litany of limits, barriers, and lowered expectations. 
We are told, in so many other words, to settle. To buckle 
down and accept. In the words of nina Simone, “They keep 
on saying ‘Go slow!’”

unless it’s time to go to war for plunder or bail out the big-
gest banks from their most recent blunder, slow is the speed 
and meek are the designs. our politics are marinated in quiet 
submission to the dominant order. We are told to project our 
hopes for change onto obama, but when it’s time to get the 
work done, we are instructed to fold our trust into the bu-
reaucrats and old Washington hands who know best. And 
if they bring back bank bailouts and war, but fail to stop 
foreclosures or address global climate change, well, they did 
the best they could.

This issue you are holding in your hands is one scream-
ing rejection of all of that. As one presidential term ends and 
another begins, we want to take this opportunity to reject 
the pomp of inauguration and reignite the radical imagina-
tion. Instead of settling for empty suits and ugly compro-
misers, we’ve tossed obama’s cabinet out of White House 
and reached out to thinkers and doers, those least likely to 
be nominated but most deserving of being heard and best 
qualified to make change, and nominated them to our own 
Shadow Cabinet.

What would happen if the country’s fiercest advocate 
for the homeless could remake the Department of Hous-
ing and urban Development? Turn to page 14 to see what 
Cheri Honkala, national coordinator for the Poor People’s 
economic Human rights Campaign, suggests. What would 
happen if Homeland Security was recreated by someone who 
has been through some of the country’s harshest prisons, as a 
prisoner himself? See page 3 for how Andy Stepanian would 
remake the department. bill McKibben, on the frontlines 
fighting global climate change, doesn’t think he’d last that 
long as the secretary of energy, but turn to page 10 to see 
what he’d push before he was fired. And that’s just a few of 
the voices herein.

We can demand more, more than what is asked for in this 
issue. We need to conjure up new expectations, create better 
politics, to think and act on all of this. Here are some ideas 
for you to read, whether on the subway home after a long day 
of work or on the bus to a protest. The time is now. There’s 
a lot to get done.

With love,

your guest editors,

Anna Gold and Sam Alcoff

We would like to thank the contributors and illustrators, as 

well as the regular Indypendent production staff who pa-

tiently let us take the helm for an issue. 

Submit your eventS at indy-
eventS@gmail.com

SaturdayS 
9:30pm • Free 
MUSIC: SeanChaí and the UnIty 
SqUad. Celtic music, reggae, hip hop and 
socialism  magically become one of the best 
live acts in Brooklyn. In the aftermath of 
Sandy, which destroyed the sound system 
in the Red hook bar where they play weekly, 
the band is doing all-acoustic sets until 
repairs are finished. (edItORS’ ChOICe)
Rocky Sullivan’s 
34 Van dyke St, Bklyn 
718-246-8050 • rockysullivansredhook.com

Wed Jan 23 
8pm • Free 
ReadIng: the tROUBle IS the BankS: 
letteRS tO Wall StReet. In the fall of 
2011, the website occupytheboardroom.
org invited visitors to write down their 
beliefs about the financial system and their 
experiences with loans and banking. Polite, 
funny, outraged, moving, instructive, and 
inspiring. they are one of the most immedi-
ate and unfiltered records ever assembled of 
what went on in the housing bubble and the 
financial crisis. 
St. Marks Bookshop 
31 third avenue 
212-260-7853 • stmarksbookshop.com

Sat Jan 26 
12-3pm • Sliding scale 
ClaSS: kId RePORteRS WRItIng and 
RePORtIng WORkShOP. IndyKids newspa-
per is offering a workshop to kids ages 9-13. 
kids work alongside professional journalists 
to research, write and edit articles about 
current events and social justice. two ad-
ditional workshops will be held at the same 
time on Feb. 2, Feb. 9 and Feb. 16. For location 
information and to RSVP, contact info@
indykids.org. 
212-592-0116 • indykids.org

Wed Jan 30 
6:30–8:30pm • Free 
a legal WORkShOP FOR leSBIan, gay, 
BISexUal, tWO-SPIRIt, tRanS, InteR-
Sex & gendeR nOn-COnFORMIng IM-
MIgRantS. Food, Metrocards and Spanish 
interpretation available. RSVP by Jan 28. 
audre lorde Project 
147 W. 24th St., 3rd Fl 
212-463-0342 ext. 16 • alp.org

Fri Feb 1 
8pm • Free 
PeRFORManCe/exhIBItIOn: langStOn 
hUgheS: the BlaCk ClOWn exhIBItIOn. 
artwork in his exhibition is a multimedia pre-
sentation full of vibrant oil pastels that give 
life to adeagbo Mwai Mudo and Renaldo 
davidson’s shared interpretations of iconic 
works. 
Brecht Forum 

451 West Street (btw Bank & Bethune ) 
212-242-4201 • brechtforum.org

Sat Feb 9 
4pm–6pm • RSVP 
laUnCh: 101 ChangeMakeRS. 101 
Changemakers offers a “people’s history” 
version of the individuals who have shaped 
our country, for middle school students and 
up. Speakers include Bhairavi desai, Barbara 
young, Michele Bollinger, dao x. tran and 
Brian Jones. Cosponsored by Indykids, 
CUny Phd Program in Urban education, 
new york Coalition of Radical educators 
(nyCoRe), teaching for Change, and Voices 
of a People’s history, and ya-ya network. 
224 w 29th St. 14th Fl. 
jason@haymarketbooks.com

Sun Feb 10 
6:30pm • $10 
SCReenIng: leFt and ReVOlUtIOnaRy 
CIneMa: the WeSt. Four films, includ-
ing newsreel’s Yippie! and Machover and 
Fruchter’s Troublemakers, an exploration 
of the problems encountered by young SdS 
militants organizing the ghetto in newark. 
anthology Film archives 
32 Second ave 
(212) 505-5181  • anthologyfilmarchives.org

Sat Feb 16  
8pm • $17 
PeRFORManCe: PeaRlS OF WISdOM; 
haRMOnIC InSURgenCe. the People’s 

Voice Cafe celebrates 32 years of peace and 
resistance. 
Community Church of new york Unitarian-
Universalist 
40 e. 35th St. (Madison/Park) 
212-787-3903 • peoplesvoicecafe.org

Sat Feb 21 
3–6pm • Free (RSVP required) 
annUal COMMeMORatIOn OF the 
annIVeRSaRy OF the aSSaSSInatIOn 
OF MalCOlM x. a day of talks, films and 
discussions about the legacy of Malcolm x. 
Schomburg Center  
515 Malcolm x Blvd 
212-491-2252 • nypl.org

Fri Feb 22 
7:30pm • $10 
SCReenIng: the thROWaWayS. this 
documentary follows homeless activist Ira 
Mckinley, weaving his personal narrative 
of survival with stories of movements rising 
up to speak truth to power. a personal look 
at the complex challenges facing urban 
america.  
Maysles Institute 
343 lenox avenue 
212-582-6050 • Mayslesinstitute.org

Sign up to receive our Weekly 
calendar via email at indy-
pendent.org.

tHe indypendent, inc. 
666 broadWay, Suite 510 

neW york, ny 10012

pHone: (212) 904-1282

board oF directorS:
ellen Davidson, Anna Gold,  
Arun Gupta, John Tarleton
Senior editor/coordinator:

elizabeth Henderson
aSSociate editorS:

Mary Annaïse Heglar, 
nicholas Powers

online editor:
Alina Mogilyanskaya 

illuStration coordinator:
Frank reynoso

deSignerS:
Steven Arnerich, Anna Gold, 

Mikael Tarkela
intern:

Adam Johnson
general inQuirieS:

contact@indypendent.org
SubmiSSionS and neWS tipS:

submissions@indypendent.org
SubScriptionS and donationS:

indypendent.org/donate
advertiSing and promotion:

ads@indypendent.org
reader commentS:

letters@indypendent.org
volunteer:

volunteer@indypendent.org
indykidS:

info@indykids.org

The Indypendent is a new york-
based free newspaper published 13 
times a year on Mondays for our print 
and online readership of more than 
100,000. It is produced by a network 
of volunteers who report, write, edit, 
draw, design, take photos, distribute, 
fundraise and provide website man-
agement. Since 2000, more than 700 
journalists, artists and media activ-
ists have participated in this project. 
Winner of more than 50 new york 
Community Media Alliance awards, 
The Indypendent is funded by sub-
scriptions, reader donations, merchan-
dise sales, benefits and advertising. We 
accept submissions that look at news 
and culture through a critical lens, 
exploring how systems of power — 
economic, political and social — affect 
the lives of people locally and globally. 
The Indypendent reserves the right to 
edit articles for length, content and 
clarity. 
The Indypendent is affiliated with the 
new york City Independent Media 
Center, which is part of the global 
Indymedia movement, an interna-
tional network dedicated to fostering 
grassroots media production, and with  
IndyKids, a children’s newspaper. 
nyC IMC is an open publishing web-
site (nyc.indymedia.org). 
volunteer contributorS: Sam Alcoff, 
bennett baumer, nikki Saint bau-
tista, Catherine byun, Jose Carmona, 
eleazar Castillo, Seamus Creigh-
ton, ellen Davidson, Tony D’Souza, 
Seth Fisher, lynne Foster, Anooj 
Kansara, Karen okamoto, Ann  
Schneider, John Tarleton, lucy 
Valkury, beth Whitney, and Amy 
Wolf.

THE INDypENDENT

community calendar JAN-FEB

(A brief note from the guest editors)
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an ameRican StoRy of empathy and healing

In the weeks between my appointment 
and when I entered this office I had the 
privilege of spending several days along-

side former Secretary Janet napolitano. I 
found Secretary napolitano’s leadership to 
be exemplary as applied to the terms defin-
ing her position as DHS secretary. These 
terms, framed 11 days after the 9/11 terror-
ist attacks, provide a foundation for what it 
means to direct our Department of Home-
land Security. However, I regretfully, and 
respectfully, submit to you today, that these 
terms upon which we apply the responsibil-
ity of securing of our homeland are flawed. 
I intend to spend my term as secretary rede-
fining these terms, and eventually redefining 
the position of secretary to the Department 
of Homeland Security.

With no disrespect intended to Secretary 
napolitano, I will share with you a conver-
sation she and I had regarding these afore-
mentioned terms.

When I asked Secretary napolitano to re-
call her first days in office, she waxed nos-
talgic about a conversation she had in 2009 
with her predecessor, Secretary Michael 
Chertoff, about “the cornerstone of our se-
curity apparatus.” This “cornerstone” was 
handed down from Tom ridge to Chertoff 
to napolitano. When I asked her what this 
“cornerstone” was she simply replied, “the 
enemization of everything.”

over the past nine-and-a-half years, this 
department has grown exponentially to em-
ploy more than 240,000 Americans around 
a principle that in order to innoculate our 
population against an attack by an invisible 
enemy we must first “enemize” everything, 
treating each and every living thing (and at 
times even non-living electronic entities) as 
if she, he, they or it were plotting the next 
attack on our homeland. The private sector 
has also seen unfettered growth around its 
ability to monetize “the enemization of ev-
erything,” from developing security technol-

ogies in response 
to unforeseen 
“enemies” to us-
ing the specter 
of terrorism to 
draft and fast-

track model legislation that serves business 
interests.

While taking a position that everything 
is an “enemy” can make it harder for an 
“enemy” to execute his or her plans, it also 
creates an ugly, fear-driven environment 
that sows seeds of distrust, from misplaced 
suspicions about your neighbor’s religious 
or political affiliations to fears of crowds 
or airplanes. Moreover, this “enemization 
of everything” has been observed to have 
a profound psychological impact on some 
individuals. For some, being told over and 
over by peers or media that they are “an 
enemy” makes them want to react by 
becoming that enemy. After surviving 
a decade rife with violent outbursts 
and mass shootings, we as a nation 
cannot afford to ignore the psychologi-
cal impacts of our post-9/11 terror culture 
and security-industrial complex on the mor-
al fabric of our communities.

I intend to use my directorship here at the 
Department of Homeland Security to trans-
form this agency into a restorative agency. 
To do so we must first undo this prerequi-
site “enemization” model. We then need 
to reach an understanding that terrorism, 
whether political or apolitical like a shoot-
ing in a movie theater, almost always has an 
origin. These origins should be treated as 
wounds that we as an agency have a respon-
sibility to heal. If we as an agency can isolate 
these origins on various cultural, systematic 
or personal levels, we can begin to heal the 
wounds that jeopardize our security.

From deeply personal individual battles 
with cancer to the global war on terror, hu-
man responses to these acute onslaughts are 
almost always reactionary and seldom pre-
ventative. 

Amid the immediacy of our tragedies we 
rarely question what brought us to those 
malignant moments; instead we desperately 
reach for quick fixes — surgery, chemother-
apy, torture, drones, carpet-bombing. In the 
global war on terror, preventative medicine 
is often practiced as pre-emptive military 
action, rendition, entrapment, torture and 
sanctions. These means never challenge the 
cultural roots of the problem and often serve 

as a tool for terrorist recruitment. 
like flourishing bacterial cultures in a pe-

tri dish, terrorism is a symptomatic cultural 
reflex that can be easily seen growing out of 
its own hospitable environments. oppres-
sion, poverty, inadequate education, constant 
subjugation to the accepted institutionalized 
abuse of animals and a lack of individual au-
tonomy are the stagnant waters in which this 
global disease of terrorism takes root and 
grows. As secretary, I intend to use this agen-
cy to analyze, isolate and ultimately treat the 
prerequisite events that give way to future 
acts of violence.

To make this agency a restorative agency, 
not only must we speak in a restorative man-

ner, but our actions and our policies must 
also promote restoration.

Many of my detractors have speculated 
about my proposed policy changes, some 
have gone as far as to call them “treason-
ous.” I will reserve any comments regarding 
my policy plans for a later date, but can as-
sure those detractors that I fully intend to 
re-write their script of “enemization” to an 
American story of empathy and healing.

Sincerely,

Andy Stepanian
Secretary
Department of Homeland Security

beyond enemies

andy Stepanian 
Secretary 
Department of Homeland Security

Andy Stepanian is the co-founder of SparrowMedia.net and a 
SHAC 7 defendant who served three years in federal prison on 
terrorism-related charges.

d
aVId

h
O

llen
B

a
Ch

.CO
M



4 
  J

A
n

u
A

r
y

 2
1 

– 
F

e
b

u
r

A
r

y
 1

7,
 2

01
3 

  T
h

e 
In

d
y

p
e

n
d

e
n

T

1. Handcuff the Fbi not activists. Protect our 
right to dissent and protest by ending FbI 
surveillance, spying, wiretapping, racial 
and ethnic profiling, use of informants 
and entrapment of activists and others 
not engaging in criminal activity.

2. no criminal prosecutions of those involved 
in the sale or personal use of all drugs. rec-
ommend the immediate parole of all per-
sons jailed for crimes relating to drugs.

3. recommend parole for tens of thousands in 
federal prisons including those convicted 
as juveniles, political prisoners such as na-
tive american activist leonard peltier and 
those serving more than 20 years. Those re-
maining should be treated humanely (no 
solitary), and given educational programs. 
ultimately, prisons must be abolished. 
“When the prison doors are opened, the 
real dragon will fly out.” — Ho Chi Minh

4. no prosecution of the undocumented. no 
more criminal enforcement of immigra-
tion laws including operation Stream-
line, which has resulted in criminal pros-
ecution and jail sentences for scores of 
thousands of immigrants

5. end the prosecution of truth tellers and 
internet activists. bradley Manning, Jer-
emy Hammond, Julian Assange, barrett 
brown, the late Aaron Swartz and untold 
others who seek to expose criminality 
and challenge corporate control of infor-
mation which should be free to all. 

6. don’t enforce the tax laws against those 
forced to carry the burden for the rich. The 
attorney general cannot change the tax 
code, but can refuse enforcement of its 

unequal burden. no criminal prosecution 
or civil enforcement actions against peo-
ple or families who earn under $40,000 
and who refuse to pay taxes. Tax the rich, 
not those with lower incomes.

7. indict and prosecute obama and admin-
istration officials for murder by targeted 
assassination. A federal judge recently 
said, in the context of the drone killing 
of Anwar Al-Awlaki, that the President 
could be subject to prosecution under a 
u.S. statute prohibiting “foreign murder 
of united States nationals.”

8. indict and prosecute the george W. bush tor-
ture team. bush, Dick Cheney, former CIA 
head George Tenet, scores of others and 
the lawyers such as Alberto Gonzales and 

John yoo, who tried to justify the practice.
9. too big to fail; too big not to be in jail. bank 

and financial institutional fraud was one 
of the main causes of the 2008 continu-
ing crash. yet, 2011 saw prosecutions of 
financial institutions fall by half from the 
decade before. Prosecuting bank and fi-
nancial fraud is a necessity. Another crash 
is inevitable under our current capitalist 
system, but its severity can perhaps be 
limited by going after the big, bad banks.

10. propose a law similar to that in bolivia, law 
of the rights of mother earth (ley de dere-
chos de la madre tierra). The law gives a 
legal personality to the human communi-
ty and life/ecosystems. even prior to try-
ing to pass such a law I would ensure that 
all of the federal agencies under the De-
partment of Justice protect Mother earth 
and her life systems. I would attempt to 
enforce those rights in court by seeking to 
protect indigenous communites and their 
culture and the right to clean water and 
air and to live free from contamination.

While the above actions are possible under 
our current capitalist system, as I said, they 
are unlikely without a mass movement mak-
ing militant demands.

I want to conclude with a paragraph by 
my friend Michael Smith, who is co-editing 
a forthcoming book entitled Imagine: Liv-
ing in a Socialist USA:

“law in America is sold as an impartial 
force for justice and equality. The frauds of 
formal equality of rights and the apparent 
neutrality of judges was brilliantly pierced 

by Anatole France’s oft-quoted remark that 
the law in all its majesty forbids all persons, 
whether rich or poor, from sleeping under 
bridges. With socialism in America, the peo-
ple will own the bridges, and they’ll sleep 
peacefully and contentedly with a roof over 
their heads knowing full well that they have 
created a society where 
the law won’t work 
against them and in the 
words of that great man-
ifesto ‘where the full de-
velopment of each is the 
condition of the full de-
velopment of all.’”

justice for all

towaRd a RevolutionaRy tRanSfoRmation of Society

micHael ratner  
Attorney General 

Department of Justice

It will be a cold day in hell when a person with my politics is appointed attorney general 
of the united States. The attorney general is the head of the misnamed Department of 
Justice, better named the Department of Injustice. She (one woman has held the job 

since 1789) is the chief law enforcement officer of the united States and enforces or does 
not enforce federal criminal and civil laws including civil rights laws. Agencies such as the 
FbI (u.S. political police) and the DeA (Drug enforcement Administration) come under its 
umbrella. even within the context of a capitalist structure and a legal system that currently 
oppresses the majority of the population, the attorney general could turn this society on its 
head and take important steps toward a more equal, less oppressive and freer society.

What I have suggested below are arguably transitional steps that contain within them the 
potential for aiding a revolutionary transformation of society. I want to stress that none of 
these can be achieved without a massive mobilization of people in the streets. ultimately, 
only with socialism will we live in a society where law will work for people and not be em-
ployed as a means to protect the ruling class.

let’s assume I take office on January 20, 2013, the same day obama takes the oath of 
office for his second term. 

What do I do on the first day? I could number a sheet of paper from one to 100 that 
would reflect many of the actions I would take. However, for today, let’s start with the top 
10. I would begin by not enforcing certain laws, which I have the right to do; then I would 
investigate and prosecute the real bad guys.

let me start by making my office better resemble its title: Secretary of defense — not Sec-

retary of discretionary drone Strikes, or Secretary of Maintaining a Massive Military Pres-

ence in every Corner of the World, or Secretary of Useless Weapons Systems Made in key 

Congressional districts, or Secretary of Support for the Israeli Occupation. I will calibrate my office 

to the defense of a country that has not faced the threat of military incursion for more than half a 

century and whose primary threats today appear to be small bands of fighters whose cause is only 

strengthened by a large-scale military response. the money saved from doing so will bring a truer 

kind of security by paying off the national debt, ensuring basic necessities for all people and fore-

stalling what the Pentagon has already identified as a dire threat to global security: climate change.

I will cut spending. I will do more by doing less. Bring it on, confirmation hearings.

natHan ScHneider 
Secretary 
Department of Defense

upRooting the waRpath

Nathan Schneider is an editor of wagingnonviolence.
org. He is also an editor at Killing the Buddha. Visit 
his website at TheRowBoat.com.

Michael Ratner is an attorney, president emeritus of the Center for Constitutional Rights 
(CCR), and co-author of Hell no: your right to Dissent in 21st-Century America.
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a State of contRadiction

respected colleagues,

I am flattered by your offer but in 
good conscience I cannot accept your invita-
tion to serve as secretary of state. To be hon-
est, some of the duties involved I consider 
impossible, others undesirable, and what re-
main are years out of date. The best advice 
I can offer is that you save on concussions 
and emissions and do the planet and public 
spending a favor by scrapping the post.

To elaborate: prominent among the duties 
assigned the secretary of state (henceforth 
SoS) is representing the united States in high-
level negotiations with other states. Imagining 
that such negotiations turn at least occasional-
ly to matters of international law and human 
rights, consider the quandary: Is the SoS to 
argue for those principles so often vaunted in 
public declarations, or, in light of actual u.S. 
practices, to adopt a defiant position against? 
First-strike war, targeted assassination, tor-
ture and occupation are hard to gloss.

There are other problems. The SoS is 

charged with protecting u.S. citizens 
abroad, and yet the President asserts the 
right to attack and kill anyone on suspi-
cion (including u.S. citizens) anywhere 
at any time. you see the challenge.

It is not easy to win respect and 
influence people in countries whose 
first association with the united 
States is with a thousand sprawling 
military bases, proliferating intelli-
gence agencies, wiretaps, extraordinary 
renditions, the dungeon of Guantánamo 
and a shadowy cast of “advisors” and 
“trainers.” The calm tones of diplomacy are 
drowned out by the din of drone attacks.

Don’t worry too much about interna-
tional law, I hear you say. The united States 
hasn’t signed very much of the stuff. of 
course, you’re right. (not that signing mat-
ters. We are a signatory to the universal 
Declaration of Human rights yet we vio-
late it daily as matter of principle and as a 
matter of course. We tolerate mass hunger, 
unemployment and the death penalty in pro-
motion of “individual responsibility” and 
steadily suppress wages and workers’ rights 
in the united States and around the world 
to boost private profits.)

Still, it’s embarrassing how many wor-
thy treaties on the rights of the child, 
land mines, cluster bombs, small arms, 
even discrimination against women, 

lie about unratified, even unsigned. The 
doctrine of American exceptionalism and 

“Do As We Say, not as We Do” is a hard 
sell for our diplomatic corps. 

Aside from the united States’ own wars 
and occupations, the prime causes of inse-
curity in the past few years have been global 
financial institutions, some based in the 
united States. by its own definition, u.S. 
foreign policy is intended “to create a more 
secure democratic and prosperous world for 
the benefit of American people and the in-
ternational community.” yet the pursuit of 
prosperity for some has made much of the 
world more insecure and less democratic. 
For all the talk of non-state actors, terror-
ists and armed insurgents, it was Goldman 
Sachs not Al Qaeda that brought the Greek 
economy to the brink by increasing and cov-
ering up that state’s debts while making a 
massive private profit. Financial speculation 
by (among others) u.S.-based Wells Fargo 
fueled price fluctuations and food shortages 
that sparked riots in more than 30 coun-

tries in 2007-08, and the overthrow of 
Haiti’s government, before prices 

peaked again in February 2011, 
during the Arab Spring. 

Is diplomats’ power any 
match for 
Wall Street? 
Global fi-
nancial in-
s t i t u t i o n s 

are famously “too big to jail.” There was no 
time served by the mortgage mobsters who 
tricked a generation out of its wealth. There 
will be no life sentence without parole for 
the executives of HSbC, even when they 
have been found laundering cash for narco-
terrorists. Those global players don’t attend 
diplomatic conferences. likewise, there’s no 
bite (and barely any bark) in the office of 
secretary of state when it comes to the de-
stabilizing effect of global trade, even when 
unscrupulous financial trading practices are 
prime threats to peace and human rights.

Give us back the wars of yore. The rogue 
state that invaded its neighbor was a whole 
lot easier to rein in than Coca Cola or Shell or 
Motorola. Impoverished nations will sell water, 
fuel and minerals to the highest bidder, and why 
shouldn’t they? beholden to the same breed of 
corporations, the united States opposes climate 
regulations. If global warming is not seen as a 
threat to national security, why should smaller 
states worry about resource wars?

besides, why would anyone worry about 
peace? The united States talks peace but 
triples weapons sales. overseas arms sales 
total $66.3 billion in 2011 (more than three 
quarters of the global arms market), driven 
by major sales to authoritarian Persian Gulf 
states. A $30 billion deal with Saudi Arabia 
was hailed by the secretary of state’s office 
as a boon for security and by barack obama 
as good for American jobs. by this standard, 
the true American crisis would be a decrease 
in military spending or a decline in global 
conflict.

The reality is that the world is very dif-
ferent place from what it was when Thomas 
Jefferson served as the first secretary of state 
or from 1648 when the Peace of Westpha-
lia first articulated the sovereignty of the 
nation-state. George Washington in his 
farewell address urged the united States 
to steer clear of “inveterate antipathies” or 
“permanent alliances.” We now have both, 
most notably in the Middle east. The Israel 
lobby would have hated our first president.

Secretaries representing individual states 
aren’t well suited to today’s biggest prob-
lems. As the Capital Institute’s John Ful-
lerton told me recently, “Three-and-a-half 
centuries later, with the rise of globalization 
in business, a global interconnected finan-
cial system, non-state terrorist actors with 
the power to upset global security, global 
epidemics and global environmental threats, 
Westphalian principles, like the newtonian 
physics of its time, are no longer adequate.”

At the start of the last century novelist and 
essayist Virginia Woolf wrote, “As a woman 
I have no country. As a woman my country 
is the world.” That is even more true today. 
To quote author and foreign policy analyst 
Phyllis bennis, the task is to “redefine what 
makes us safer: not bigger armies, more 
nukes, bigger corporations wreaking havoc 
and having other countries being afraid of 
us.” Interdependent states need to tackle 
global threats together. And perhaps stabil-
ity shouldn’t be our sine qua non goal. After 
all, security is an illusion, as eve ensler of 
one billion rising and V-Day says, when 
one in three women will experience sexual 
assault or rape in her lifetime. If the status 
quo has brought us this far, why do we want 
more of the same?

Maybe the best place for a secretary of 
state is here at home. We need a secretary 
who clears the diplomatic air by delivering 
up u.S. war criminals for prosecution. As 
the “war on terror” is without definition or 
jurisdiction, the jury for such a case should 
similarly be global. How about American 
Anti-Idol live, online and let the world set 
the sentence? 

Want to reduce poverty and hunger, make 
the world a less precarious place? When it 
comes to global “gun violence,” the national 
rifle Association and its corporate partners 
can’t hold a candle to the Pentagon and theirs. 

We need a secretary not of state but of the 
people. now that might be something worth 
talking about.

laura FlanderS 
Secretary 
Department of State

diplomacy

Laura Flanders is the founder and director of GRITtv and a contributing writer to The nation.
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no School left behind

reading, writing and revolution

As the new Sec-
retary of edu-
cation, my 

first priority will be 
to reverse the trend toward the privatization 
of the public schools, to end the pervasive cli-
mate of fear and demoralization among the 
nation’s educators and to urgently promote 
desegregation and genuine equality of re-
sources and opportunity in all K-12 schools.

Toward this end, I will seek an immedi-
ate repeal of no Child left behind legisla-
tion and of the race to the Top competition. 
Together, these have raised the stakes of 
standardized assessments beyond any rea-
sonable proportion; narrowed the curricu-
lum; created a culture of corruption; cheat-
ing and competition between schools; and 
have increased the trend toward teaching 
as a short-term job, not as a long-term pro-
fession. I will call for an end to high-stakes 
standardized testing and a moratorium on 
school closings. Just as we commit ourselves 
to teaching every single student, we will 
likewise commit ourselves to improving ev-
ery single school.

Teachers must be trained in the very best 
practices and must be given the opportunity 
to learn from experienced educators during 
their training. In our highest-needs munici-
palities, students only rarely have teachers 
who are from their community, and teacher 
turnover is high. Teach for America can-
not be the model of teacher training for our 
schools. Therefore, I will seek an end to 
Teach for America contracts with munici-
palities nationwide. Shortages must be ad-
dressed by strengthening our schools of edu-
cation and by developing pathways to train 
community members to serve as educators 
in their schools.

We know that children learn best in 
stress-free, relaxed environments where 
they are given the opportunity to construct 
their own knowledge and understanding 
through meaningful, collaborative work. 
This requires clean, safe, attractive physical 
surroundings, small class sizes, well-trained 
educators and generous support services for 
students and for faculty. All students must 
have access to physical education, to science 
instruction and to the arts. We dare not 
spend millions more on testing, data analy-
sis and teacher evaluation while we have not 
yet provided every teacher and every student 
with basic resources and opportunities.

As school funding remains a profound 
cause of educational inequality, I will direct 
my staff to prepare proposals for immediate 
revisions of tax codes that currently punish 
smaller and lower-income municipalities 
and to end the trend toward privatization 
and profiteering that has drained school 

budgets nationwide. I will propose a mor-
atorium on the further proliferation of 
charter schools and review the possibility 
of re-absorbing many of them into the pub-
lic system. Charter schools have become 
notorious for failing to serve students 
with special needs. My administration 
will ensure that special education services 
are robust and fully funded.

Since identity is so important to a 
child’s development, we must ensure that 
schools are responsive to the communi-
ties they serve. Toward this goal, I will 
seek an end to mayoral control of schools 
in municipalities across the country and 
encourage the development of transpar-
ency, democracy and parent power in day-
to-day school policy and culture. every 
community has something to contribute 
to its schools and the school must respect 
and welcome the community’s voice. As a 
nation of immigrants, we have tremendous 
linguistic diversity. All students must have 
the opportunity to become literate in their 
native languages and to learn new languages 
as well.

To improve teaching and learning, we 
must empower teachers and learners. Teach-
ers must have greater latitude to exercise 
professional judgement in their duties. The 
Common Core standards are untested and 
therefore unproven as a means of improving 
teaching and learning. Too many teachers 
suffer under cookie-cutter formulas, check-
lists and the pressure to raise test scores. 
Such mandates are too easily misused as a 
tool to punish teachers, instead of as an in-
strument of professional development. To 
improve teaching and learning, I will be-
gin pilot programs that alter the structure 
of the school day to allow educators more 
time for reflection, collaboration and for 
professional development. At the same time,  
beginning in the earliest grades, students 
must have greater opportunity to shape the 
course of their studies and to follow their 
own interests and passions. 

At all levels, teachers and students should 
participate in councils that can help govern 
their school and resolve conflicts. Heavy po-
licing and other so-called “zero-tolerance” 
methods cannot ensure the safety of our 
schools. I will call for an immediate morato-
rium on all arrests of students and promote 
the proliferation of collective, collaborative 
safety programs, such as restorative Justice.

Many of our students and their families 
have been devastated by the economic cri-
sis. unemployment, homelessness, debt and 
other urgent family problems are harmful 
to teaching and learning. My office will 
seek funding to help schools nationwide to 
become well-equipped community centers 
that can offer support services to families in 
need. There is no reason for these services to 
be provided by charity. like public educa-
tion itself, the health of families is a matter 
of the public good and should be included in 
the public budget.

The united States of America is the 
wealthiest nation in human history. It is my 
firm belief that, by changing our priorities, 
we can afford to pursue these initiatives and 
many more. 

It is obvious today that the first act of any responsible secretary of educa-
tion in this country should be to abolish all private education. democracy, 
which is what we say we are, and in fact what we say we lead the world 

in, requires an informed citizenry with a highly developed capacity to discern 
well-argued, data-laden, eloquently structured bullshit. We cannot have 
a country in which only some of the citizenry, i.e. those who can afford to 
attend Brown University and major in semiotics, are capable of discerning 
bullshit while the rest can be led to believe that fiscal cliffs can be averted by 

tax evasions for the rich. In fact, this situation is exactly backward: the students at Brown University 
(an institution I attended, by the way, and thus can affectionately lambaste) have vested interests 
inclining them to overlook bullshit in too many cases, while those who could never afford Brown have 
both the direct interest and the greatest need to analyze bullshit. 

My first task as secretary of education will therefore be to mandate public education for all, a 
move that will motivate middle class parents to address our educational challenges with all the zeal 
they put into writing their children’s college application essays. and it might even result in getting us 
some copying machines that work up at CUny. 

this is not as pie-in-the-sky as some may think. Before the enforced impoverishment programs 
of neo-liberal governments, many countries, not just european ones, had free public educational 
institutions at all levels without private competition. the trade-off was that not all students were 
able to attend, and merit-based entry favored upper classes.Clearly a democracy requires universal 
education, not a pyramid scheme where the poor and working classes learn only rudimentary skills. 

the point of universal education is not uplift of the suffering masses from their unenlightened state, 
but improvement of our country’s knowledge base. not until the g.I. Bill, civil rights laws, and affirma-
tive action began to democratize our educational system did scholars begin exploring racism in medical 
history, gender disparities in wage levels, or the concept of a social history tracking the lives of ordinary 
people. educating everybody would shake things up in regard to what we think we know. 

twenty years ago toni Morrison said, “Is this country willing to sabotage its cities and school sys-
tems if they’re occupied mostly by black people? It seems so.” tax-free private schools that ensure 
peonage for those parents and students who take on enormous debts to afford them sabotage the 
lives of our brightest, most ambitious poor of all colors. 

I say, storm the gates, open up the admissions offices, pull the ivy off the walls if we have to, but 
for god’s sake, let’s make public education excellent, universal, and unchallenged. Semiotics for all! 

Linda Alcoff is a professor of philosophy at the City University of New York (CUNY) 
and the current president of the American Philosophical Association Eastern Division. 
She attended Brown as a fully funded graduate student, sorely impressed by the superior 
vocabulary of her students. 

Brian Jones has taught elementary grades 
in New York City’s public schools for nine 
years, and is a member of the Movement of 
Rank and File Educators (the social justice 
caucus of the United Federation of Teach-
ers). Brian is a doctoral student in urban ed-
ucation at the CUNY Graduate Center, and 
has contributed to several books, including 
education and Capitalism: Struggles for 
learning and liberation.

brian JoneS 
Secretary 
Department of Education

linda martín alcoFF 
Secretary 
Department of Education

Semiotics for All!
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My first act as obama’s new head 
of the office of Public engage-
ment and Intergovernmental Af-

fairs would be to heed the drum that a vast 
array of lGbT and human rights activists 
pounded all last year and put some damned 
lGbT non-discrimination policies in place, 
as obama has failed to do despite his 2008 
campaign promises. (yes, DADT is certainly 
a fine beginning, but it took him until the 
third year of his first term to get on it, activ-
ists had to push him uphill the entire way, 
and it still allows discrimination against 
transgender servicemembers.)

The President could start by signing the 
executive order he refused to sign last April 
— the one that would ban federal contrac-
tors from discriminating against employees 
based on sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity. of course, his inaction ticked off activ-
ists like Heather Cronk, managing director 
of GeteQuAl, who calls it “shameful that 
the united States government still chooses 

to accept the premise that it’s okay to fire 
someone simply for being lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, or transgender.” but preventing 
taxpayer-funded workplace discrimination 
is such a no-brainer that even the New York 
Times editorial page was peeved by the 
president’s punting.

As political strategist Paul yandura and 
blogger Joe Sudbay noted in a recent post, 
“This executive order has been awaiting his 
signature for over two years now. He could 
do it this week, and it would be a historic 
first step toward federal employment pro-
tections.” It would also, according to Tico 
Almeida, President of the lGbT organiza-
tion Freedom to Work, “give the u.S. la-
bor Department strong enforcement powers 
to seek back wages and reinstatement for 
lGbT workers who are fired for discrimina-
tory reasons.”

Just as important are the ways that the 
executive order would, as yandura told me, 
provide “the smartest step and best pathway 

we have toward passage of the employ-
ment non-Discrimination Act.” 
enDA would offer the broadest 
possible protections for trans-
gender and nonconforming peo-
ple and has been languishing in 
Congress since 1994. As of now, 
only 16 states and the District 
of Columbia have statutes that 
protect against both sexual 

orientation and gender identity 
discrimination in employment 

in the public and private 
sector. And, as Almeida 
pointed out, ‘’The order 
will also trigger national 
news stories pointing out 

congressional inaction on 
this issue, and that will help 
our movement with one of 
our biggest enDA hurdles 
— the fact that 90 percent 

of Americans mistak-
enly believe enDA 
has already become 
law.’’

yandura also not-
ed that the existing 
executive orders that 

protect minorities but 
exclude lGbT Ameri-
cans, originated years 

before Congress got it together to pass fed-
eral legislation and were the impetus for that 
change. These orders create a strong foun-
dation for legislation later passed by Con-
gress. According to nan Hunter, a lesbian 
law professor at Georgetown university, 
“History has shown executive orders for 
non discrimination often precede changes in 
law.” So there is a strong historic precedent 
for signing a similar order to protect lGbT 
Americans to create a pathway to passage of 
enDA. Moreover, if the President signs a re-
vised executive order now, almost a quarter 
of the u.S. workforce will have already lived 
under similar lGbT employment protec-
tions by the time enDA does finally come 
up for a vote. That should go a long way 
toward undercutting any fear-based argu-
ments used against it by homophobic and 
transphobic lawmakers.

So good morning, Mr. President, and wel-
come to your second term. I super appreciate 
this new gig and the free seltzer in the oPe 
kitchen. And now I’ve got some papers for 
you to sign.

Nancy Goldstein’s work has appeared in 
venues including the Guardian, The nation, 
the Daily Beast, NPR, Politico, Salon, Slate, 
the American Prospect and the Washington 
Post, where she was an Editor’s Pick and the 
winner of the blogging round during their 
Next Great Pundit Contest. You can follow 
her on Twitter at @nancygoldstein.

a new opening

nancy goldStein 
Director 
Office of Public  
Engagement

rainbow nation

as Chairman of the FCC, I will revoke the corporate charter of any corporation 
that is involved in both selling internet/cable services and the infrastruc-
ture of providing those services. I will insist that state governments take 

over providing the infrastructure and they will be required to use open-source 
forward- and backward-compatible technology. By taking the profit incentive out 
of communications infrastructure, we will expand coverage to serve everyone, 
keep local funds in the community and lock out any company that violates cen-
sorship or racketeering regulations. We will create jobs building this expanded 
infrastructure, while receiving revenue from renting it to cable and internet providers. everyone involved 
with policing the airwaves for sex and language violations will be transitioned into enforcing truth-in-
advertising regulations, on the grounds that free speech is not the right to intentionally lie to the public. 
Political campaign or policy lobby ads will no longer be allowed under any circumstances.

Flux Rostrum has traveled the country for more than a decade living in vehicles while performing the duty of a good video ninja and web 
monkey. He is the founder MobileBroadcastNews.com a a co-founder of GlobalRevolution.tv.

Flux roStrum 
Chairman 

Federal  
Communications 

Commission
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My first order of business as director of ICe during obama’s second-term 
cabinet is to immediately ban the use of “illegal” to refer to any undocu-
mented person of any status in this country in any official and unofficial 

communication. ICe strongly believes that inhumane language debases our mission 
and should be immediately eradicated. by the same token, racist anti-immigration 
provisions that promote racial profiling and criminalize people just for living while 
“undocumented” — such as such as Alabama’s Hb 56 and Arizona’s Sb 1070 — will 
be rendered unconstitutional.

We will instantly turn to developing a comprehensive immigration reform that 
will adjust the status of the undocumented to “permanent residents” and that pro-
vides a realistic, feasible and affordable path to u.S. citizenship to all undocumented 
immigrants. The Dream Act will be immediately approved, without preconditions 
of military service or enrollment in an institution of higher learning.

Foremost, the new ICe is aware that people leave their countries out of economic 
need and desperation, and we will work closely with other branches of government 
to develop fair global economic policies that allow sustainable livelihoods for all. 
This includes fair-trade agreements that do not compete unfairly with rural and agricultural workers as did 
nAFTA and that do not decimate local industries. In particular, global corporations seeking to invest in the 
developing world will be required to provide living wages and safe working environments to workers. Addi-
tionally the new ICe is committed to avoiding future foreign invasions and interventions in the name of profit, 
capital and u.S. corporations in order to avoid generating more “harvests of empire,” as Juan Gonzalez terms 
immigrants.

Finally, our border enforcement Security will be retrained to help with the task of family reunification and 
status adjustment of immigrants, prioritizing the victims of the unprecedented number of deportations initi-
ated under obama’s first term. We estimate that after we achieve economic stability across the border the work 
of the border enforcement Security will become largely expendable.

the big ice thaw

Arlene Davila writes about Latino/Latin American contemporary issues and teaches anthropology and 
American Studies at New York University.

arlene davila 
Director 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement

until now, the united States 
has had no federal agency 
primarily responsible for 

the strengthening of domestic de-
mocracy. We therefore reform 
the existing Federal elections 
Commission into a new Fed-
eral Democracy Commission, 
whose mandate is fourfold:

convening of constitutional 
conventions at least once ev-
ery 30 years so as to ensure that 
the basic law of these united 

States is the law of the living, 
not the dead. Currently, such a 

convention may be initiated at 
the request of the states. until the 

Constitution may be amended so as 
to make constitutional reform a more 

regular practice, the role of the Federal 

Democracy Commission in the convening 
of constitutional conventions shall be to en-
courage and make transparent the existing 
amendment process.

the implementation and enforcement of the 
voter bill of rights, as enacted by congress, 
as well as existing voting rights and election 
law. The Voter bill of rights is a 10-point 
consensus platform of the modern day vot-
ing rights movement and may be read in its 
current incarnation at nomorestolenelec-
tions.org. 

ensuring federal support for the principles 
of democratic federalism, in which environ-
mental, human rights, education, and commer-
cial laws and regulations enacted by our na-
tional government are understood to establish 
a floor, not a ceiling, to actions by our state and 
local governments. This means, for example, 
that the Federal Democracy Commission 
will intervene to ensure that the federal 
government will encourage local and state 
reforms such as public utilities, community 
wireless, wage and hour minimums, clean 

water, human rights, and standards and ser-
vices that are more ambitious than those of-
fered by higher levels of government. 

Strengthening the practice of economic de-
mocracy through public education, publicity, 
training and direct financing for cooperative 
development and for democratic reforms in-
tended to make government agencies, pri-
vate associations, and business enterprises 
more participatory. 

The Federal Democracy Commission is an 
independent, nonpartisan regulatory agency. 
Its six commissioners are nonpartisan, mean-
ing that those who have run for partisan of-
fice, worked for a political party, or served as 
an officer of a registered political party may 
not serve as commissioners. The commission-
ers are nominated by a select committee that 
includes one representative of each political 
party that has won at least 1 percent of the 
national vote in the previous election cycle. 
Those nominated are then appointed by the 
President and approved by Congress.

ben manSki 
Director 
Federal Election  Commission

Ben Manski is the executive director of the 
Liberty Tree Foundation for the Democratic 
Revolution, a pro-democracy strategy center 
he founded in 2004. He is a former co-chair 
of the Green Party of the United States, and 
this past year was Jill Stein’s presidential 
campaign manager. Manski will serve as the 
executive secretary of the Federal Democ-
racy Commission administrative, as he is 
disqualified from serving as a commissioner.

ending the illuSion of choice

Did you, too, O friend, suppose democracy was only for elections, for politics, and for a 
party name? I say democracy is only of use there that it may pass on and come to its flower 
and fruit in manners, in the highest forms of interaction between [people], and their beliefs 
— in religion, literature, colleges and schools — democracy in all public and private life…”

— Walt Whitman
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Can you imagine a food system that is 
centered around the local and region-
al production of healthy food for all 

people? I can, and as secretary of Agriculture 
I will pursue transformative policies that are 
framed by the overlapping contexts of climate 
change, inequality, racism, corporate domina-
tion and the need for food democracy. Signifi-
cant defunding of the present military budget 
by my new colleagues at the Pentagon should 
provide sufficient support for the changes we 
need to make.

The current food and agricultural system 
contributes one-third of all greenhouse gas-
es, so we must change how we grow, process 
and distribute food. As we strengthen local 
and regional food production, we will swift-
ly transition away from agriculture that re-
quires fossil fuel-based pesticides and fertil-
izers. Subsidies to massive monocrop/heavy 
input farms will be shifted to medium-sized 
and small farms using agro-ecological prac-
tices. Programs supporting sustainable ag-
riculture and diverse scales of farms need 
to grow, such as specialty crop, beginning 
farmer, organic and value-added programs.

Guided by the principle of “food sov-
ereignty”— control of our food system by 
the people within a community — medium-
sized and small farms are more able to incor-
porate agro-ecological practices and to meet 
the needs of their local food economies. The 
overproduction of corn, soy, wheat and rice 
(most of which are genetically engineered 
and require enormous amounts of water to 
irrigate) will end with the sunset of subsidies 
for these commodity crops. This will elimi-
nate the de facto subsidy to concentrated 
livestock farming. Confined Animal Factory 
operations (CAFos) doling out inhumane 
treatment and growth hormone- and antibi-
otic-laced feed will be phased out within a 
short time. The official policy of the uSDA 
will be to gradually wean ourselves off 
heavy meat consumption; meat production 
must be regulated to ensure healthy meat for 
consumers and better treatment of animals.

ineQuality and raciSm
At the new uSDA, inequality and racism, in 
the present food system will be addressed. A 
massive jobs program with adequate wages, 
benefits and rights would bring millions of 

people out of pov-
erty and provide 
them with incomes 
to purchase food. 
In the interim, we 
need to expand the 
Supplemental nu-
tritional Assistance 
Program (SnAP), 

previously known as food stamps, as well 
as the Women, Infants, and Children pro-
gram (WIC). Incentives to purchase food at 
farmers markets, community-supported ag-
riculture (CSA) farms and food coops must 
also be expanded. Providing healthy, fresh 
food is a powerful way for our government 
to invest in the lives of our people, to equal-
ize opportunity for children and to prepare 
a healthy, stable population for the future. 
Higher expenditures for these programs 
now will result in savings in health care, 
education, unemployment and incarceration 
down the line.

Agricultural and domestic workers, left 
out of the national labor relations Act 
and Social Security laws, should now be in-
cluded, giving them the right to organize and 
protect their interests. Minimum wages, de-
cent working conditions and Social Security 
should be applied to these workers, most of 
whom are people of color and/or immigrants. 
lifting up food workers, often the lowest 
paid with the fewest benefits and rights, will 
help eliminate hunger and poverty.

We must also be sure to support the wide 
range of conservation measures, including 
crop rotation and situating wildlife and 
windbreaks on or near farmland to pro-
mote biodiversity and soil conservation and 
defend against climate change. Hydraulic 
fracturing for mining of natural gas must be 
banned to prevent catastrophic poisoning of 
our water tables and farmland.

Food Policy Councils (FPCs) must be 
established and supported in all cities and 
counties and should be connected through 
state FPC networks. These councils will in-
clude community, farmer, worker, govern-
ment and business interests with the heavi-
est representation from marginalized groups 
most affected by our present broken food 
system. These councils will contribute to 
planning a more localized food system that 
meets the needs of the people in the region: 
food sovereignty!

The survival and security of our people and 
our nation depend upon the food and nutri-
tion security of everyone on the planet. The 
united States can lead in the development of 
sound food policies that support this goal. 
We can minimize climate change, adapt to it 
as it unfolds, create a more equitable society 
and live more harmoniously with nature, the 
ultimate judge and jury of our future. We can 
set an example and bring these practices to 
international agreements supported by the 
united nations and other international bod-
ies. We have a world to save and we can do a 
great deal of that through food and agricul-
ture led by our communities and supported 
by our government.

nancy romer 
Secretary 
Department of Agriculture

Nancy Romer is a co-founder of the Brooklyn Food Coalition (brooklynfoodcoalition.org).

putting a new food
SyStem on the table

Jan 19  
Generations: Mike & Aleksi Glick; Rod Alonzo

Feb 2  
Emma’s Revolution

Feb 9  
Rod MacDonald

Feb 16  
Pearls of Wisdom; Harmonic Insurgence

Feb 23  
Hawaiian Music & Dance Night

Saturdays at 8 p.m.
Community Church of New York Unitarian-Universalist

40 E. 35th St. (Madison/Park)
New York, NY 10016

doors open 7:30; wheelchair accessible
212-787-3903

www.peoplesvoicecafe.org

Suggested Donation: $18 or TDF; $10 PVC members 
More if you choose; less if you can’t; no one turned away

32 years of celebrating music 
of peace and resistance!
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N
ow that I’ve been named secretary of energy, let me tell you my first order of business: 

no more kowtowing to the fossil fuel industry. We’re done being the enablers of the coal 

and gas and oil industry, and we’re ready to tell the truth to the American people about the 

damage they’re doing to communities, to landscapes, and most of all to the climate. 

If I can get one thing done before I’m fired, it will be to help stoke opposition to the Keystone 

XL pipeline. I know I serve at the President’s pleasure, but I serve at my pleasure too, 

and I simply can’t be part of an administration that will approve a project opposed 

by all the nation’s top climate scientists, a project that will help open up a vast 

new source of carbon, a project that will pour yet more money into the pock-

ets of the Koch brothers. 

Once the President has blocked Keystone, he’ll have real credibility with 

the broad environmental movement, which is good, because there’s an aw-

ful lot that we need to get done together. Powerful new EPA regulations to 

protect communities —  especially poor communities — from the effects of soot 

and ozone and the asthma that comes with burning coal. A serious fee-and-dividend 

system that makes it clear we own the sky, not Exxon — and that finally puts a real price on 

carbon. A feed-in tariff system modeled on Germany’s, which has installed so much renewable energy 

that some days last summer half the country’s power came from solar panels. An end to research on 

oxymorons like “clean coal” and a massive increase in money for truly transformative research and 

development. 

And as we’re dealing with our own troubles, we also have to get back into the international con-

versation. We’re not going to be leaders any time soon, but at least we can stop being the caboose 

on the train. (Speaking of trains, we need some of those too!). 

As secretary of energy, I’ll be saying every single day: “Human beings have never confronted a prob-

lem as deep as global warming. If our hair’s not on fire, our 

planet soon will be. Let’s get to work.” 

I’m assuming this will cost me my job, at which point I’ll 

get back to the real task, which is helping build the 

mass movement that is our only hope of forc-

ing policy change!

climate change

One thing befOre i’m fired

rebuilding the rebuilders

The environmental Protection agency 
has been a political football since its 
founding in 1970, kicked back and 

forth between liberal environmentalists and 
big business, the latter quite content to sac-
rifice civilization and nature on the altar of 
profits, the former temporizing and nibbling 
away at the edges of ecocatastrophe. With 
the recent resignation of administrator Lisa 
Jackson, the struggle enters a new phase of 
danger and opportunity: the hallmarks of 
crisis. 

We are, to put it bluntly, at war, a war 
for the future of our species and innumer-

able others. Climate change is the 
most spectacular threat, but 

not by any means the only 
one. So let’s play a war 

game using the pos-
sibility of another 

ePa that would engage militantly in what 
it’s supposed to do: protect the environment. 
This would include vigilance and persever-
ance in enforcing the existing regulations to 
limit contaminants in the air, water or soil. 

but there is a much bigger challenge be-
fore us. It’s nothing less than an energy 
transformation, bringing down the carbon-
based sources that spell climate doom and 
replacing them with solar–based renew-
ables. a vitalized ePa can play a major role 
in the transition, which, not incidentally, 

can go a long way toward restoring our 
economy. Capitalists create unemployment 
and also use the threat of further unemploy-
ment to prevent the mending of ecological 
damage by saying that this would take away 
jobs. Somehow it is forgotten that an energy 
transformation to a solar-based economy 
requires a whole lot of work — and that the 
jobs to carry this out can be funded through 
the taking down of the old, carbon-based 
economy. The government has a role to play 
here, but only if it stands on the side of the 

people and the earth. Here’s a brief 
outline of the strategy: 
1.	Clamp down on the “four horse-

men” of the climate change apocalypse: 
offshore petroleum extraction, especially 
in deeper waters; mountaintop removal 
coal mining; hydrofracking for natural 
gas; and tar sands extraction and trans-
port by Keystone XL, from alberta to 
Texas now, and wherever else these pro-
cesses will occur. The ePa has plenty of 
tools to put the kibosh on these murderous 
technologies. all it takes is some princi-
pled action. There are lots of activists who 
would help out.

2.	 begin moving to the carbon tax that many 
countries around the world are initiating. 
The ePa has a shot at being able to initi-
ate this. Combine it with elimination of 
the worthless “cap-and-trade” system 
that has served to mystify the possibilities 
of enlightened state action. a tax of $20/
ton of carbon could raise $125 billion.

3.	 Set aside a portion of this to protect poor 
and working people from the higher prices 
of carbon fuels.

4.	 Combine the rest with $100 billion raised 
through cuts in the military — the most 
wasteful and toxic part of society. now 
we have a nice sum with which to do 

something worthwhile.
5.	 use the funds to create a national pro-

gram, substantially planned and admin-
istered locally, to transition to an energy 
grid of solar and wind power.

6.	 Obama might stand in the way. but (like 
FDr) hasn’t he urged us to present him 
with powerful movements that would 
compel him to act? 

There will be a lot of details to work out. It 
will be exciting and, for a big change, hope-

ful. It could even lead to a revolution. and 
isn’t that what many of us have been asking 
for?

Bill	McKiBBen	
Secretary 
Department of Energy

Bill McKibben is the founder of 350.org, the first big global climate change cam-
paign. It operates in 191 countries and has spearheaded the fight against the Keystone 
pipeline and the drive for divestment from fossil fuel companies. 

Joel Kovel is author of The enemy of nature and a founder of Ecosocialist Horizons (ecosocialisthorizons.com)

Joel	Kovel	
Director 
Environmental Protection Agency

Management Agency, will construct a wind 
farm in the water off the eastern coast of the 
city as part of our comprehensive New York 
City reconstruction plan. To jump-start re-
construction, all residents in affected areas 
with children under the age of 18 or elderly 
or disabled family members will immediately 
receive a $20,000 voucher to do repairs and 
mold remediation to avoid long-term ill-
nesses. This plan will also enact a one-year 
moratorium on evictions, foreclosures and 
residential property sales in affected areas 
in order to forestall vulture capitalism. (FEMA 
loans will be made available to assist land-
lords if they can demonstrate considerable 
financial hardship as a result of the morato-
rium.) In order to alleviate the housing and 
displacement crisis, we will also place pres-
sure on the mayor’s office to begin an immedi-
ate count of all vacant properties within city 

limits, as well as pressure the city council to 
reinstate urban homesteading laws to per-
mit the immediate use of any property that 
has stood vacant for more than 10 years. 

We will also invest $20 billion of FEMA’s 
New York City budget in green energy technol-
ogy and infrastructure with the goal of power-
ing 20 percent of residential properties using 
wind and solar energy on a separate collective 
energy grid by 2015. The agency will also en-
act tighter employment quotas for all contract 
companies receiving FEMA funds: 80 percent 
of the workers must be local, 50 percent must 
be of color and 40 percent must be women. 
FEMA will spend $30 million on daycare cen-
ters and after-school programs in affected 
communities. Furthermore, we immediately 
change the agency’s policy tpward undocu-
mented persons, who will now be entitled to 
receive full FEMA assistance.

Diego	iBanez	anD	laura	gottesDiener	
Co-Directors, Federal Office of Emergency Management

Reconstructing urban centers after 
massive weather-related disasters 
is a quixotic mandate, which is why 

we,as the heads of Federal Emergency 

BETH WHITNEY
Diego Ibanez is an organizer with Occupy Sandy. Laura Gottesdiener is a freelance 
journalist and one of the co-producers of Sandy Storyline (sandystoryline.com).

A fresh breAth Of CleAn Air
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Rebuilding the RebuildeRS

The environmental Protection Agency 
has been a political football since its 
founding in 1970, kicked back and 

forth between liberal environmentalists and 
big business, the latter quite content to sac-
rifice civilization and nature on the altar of 
profits, the former temporizing and nibbling 
away at the edges of ecocatastrophe. With 
the recent resignation of Administrator lisa 
Jackson, the struggle enters a new phase of 
danger and opportunity: the hallmarks of 
crisis. 

We are, to put it bluntly, at war, a war 
for the future of our species and innumer-

able others. Climate change is the 
most spectacular threat, but 

not by any means the only 
one. So let’s play a war 

game using the pos-
sibility of another 

ePA that would engage militantly in what 
it’s supposed to do: protect the environment. 
This would include vigilance and persever-
ance in enforcing the existing regulations to 
limit contaminants in the air, water or soil. 

but there is a much bigger challenge be-
fore us. It’s nothing less than an energy 
transformation, bringing down the carbon-
based sources that spell climate doom and 
replacing them with solar–based renew-
ables. A vitalized ePA can play a major role 
in the transition, which, not incidentally, 

can go a long way toward restoring our 
economy. Capitalists create unemployment 
and also use the threat of further unemploy-
ment to prevent the mending of ecological 
damage by saying that this would take away 
jobs. Somehow it is forgotten that an energy 
transformation to a solar-based economy 
requires a whole lot of work — and that the 
jobs to carry this out can be funded through 
the taking down of the old, carbon-based 
economy. The government has a role to play 
here, but only if it stands on the side of the 

people and the earth. Here’s a brief 
outline of the strategy: 
1. Clamp down on the “four horse-

men” of the climate change apocalypse: 
offshore petroleum extraction, especially 
in deeper waters; mountaintop removal 
coal mining; hydrofracking for natural 
gas; and tar sands extraction and trans-
port by Keystone Xl, from Alberta to 
Texas now, and wherever else these pro-
cesses will occur. The ePA has plenty of 
tools to put the kibosh on these murderous 
technologies. All it takes is some princi-
pled action. There are lots of activists who 
would help out.

2. begin moving to the carbon tax that many 
countries around the world are initiating. 
The ePA has a shot at being able to initi-
ate this. Combine it with elimination of 
the worthless “cap-and-trade” system 
that has served to mystify the possibilities 
of enlightened state action. A tax of $20/
ton of carbon could raise $125 billion.

3. Set aside a portion of this to protect poor 
and working people from the higher prices 
of carbon fuels.

4. Combine the rest with $100 billion raised 
through cuts in the military — the most 
wasteful and toxic part of society. now 
we have a nice sum with which to do 

something worthwhile.
5. use the funds to create a national pro-

gram, substantially planned and admin-
istered locally, to transition to an energy 
grid of solar and wind power.

6. obama might stand in the way. but (like 
FDr) hasn’t he urged us to present him 
with powerful movements that would 
compel him to act? 

There will be a lot of details to work out. It 
will be exciting and, for a big change, hope-

ful. It could even lead to a revolution. And 
isn’t that what many of us have been asking 
for?

Joel Kovel is author of The enemy of nature and a founder of Ecosocialist Horizons (ecosocialisthorizons.com)

Joel kovel 
Director 
Environmental Protection Agency

Management agency, will construct a wind 
farm in the water off the eastern coast of the 
city as part of our comprehensive new york 
City reconstruction plan. to jump-start re-
construction, all residents in affected areas 
with children under the age of 18 or elderly 
or disabled family members will immediately 
receive a $20,000 voucher to do repairs and 
mold remediation to avoid long-term ill-
nesses. this plan will also enact a one-year 
moratorium on evictions, foreclosures and 
residential property sales in affected areas 
in order to forestall vulture capitalism. (FeMa 
loans will be made available to assist land-
lords if they can demonstrate considerable 
financial hardship as a result of the morato-
rium.) In order to alleviate the housing and 
displacement crisis, we will also place pres-
sure on the mayor’s office to begin an immedi-
ate count of all vacant properties within city 

limits, as well as pressure the city council to 
reinstate urban homesteading laws to per-
mit the immediate use of any property that 
has stood vacant for more than 10 years. 

We will also invest $20 billion of FeMa’s 
new york City budget in green energy technol-
ogy and infrastructure with the goal of power-
ing 20 percent of residential properties using 
wind and solar energy on a separate collective 
energy grid by 2015. the agency will also en-
act tighter employment quotas for all contract 
companies receiving FeMa funds: 80 percent 
of the workers must be local, 50 percent must 
be of color and 40 percent must be women. 
FeMa will spend $30 million on daycare cen-
ters and after-school programs in affected 
communities. Furthermore, we immediately 
change the agency’s policy tpward undocu-
mented persons, who will now be entitled to 
receive full FeMa assistance.

diego ibanez and laura gotteSdiener 
Co-Directors, Federal Office of Emergency Management

Reconstructing urban centers after 
massive weather-related disasters 
is a quixotic mandate, which is why 

we,as the heads of Federal emergency 

Diego Ibanez is an organizer with Occupy Sandy. Laura Gottesdiener is a freelance 
journalist and one of the co-producers of Sandy Storyline (sandystoryline.com).

a fReSh bReath of clean aiR
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bReaking up with iSRael

Israel is an apartheid state
but you know this
bulldozing homes, displacing the indigenous
expanding settlements, checkpoints, and colonizer roads
controlling imports, exports, the air, the sea, and “buffer zones”
firing at fisherman, gunning down children
shelling ambulances and buildings filled with journalists
this is what emboldened occupiers do with our protection

you are the commander and chief weapons supplier
veto inside and outside of the U.n.
the billion-dollar best friend
continuing a corrupted legacy
laid out by presidents who came before you

what oppressors learn from history is to repeat it
build upon its cruelty
we don’t need to transport ourselves
back to your days in Chicago
play recordings of Reverend Wright
unearth support before political consciousness
was bought out by corporate dollars
consumer-friendly campaign slogans
drawn up in PR-presentable packaging

white phosphorus tore at Palestinian flesh
as you waited for inauguration
schools, mosques, and water wells were shelled
as your mouth was blockaded
transitioning from silent actor
to active participant

the road to Palestinian rights
is not through the White house
it never has been
no advice will change your mind
no appeal will bring back a heartbeat
to your conscience
you are a mirage democrats
keep crawling back to
there is no quick fix
no replacement for
grassroots mass movement

the way forward is clear
heeding the call of Palestinian civil society
boycott, divestment, and sanctions

from dublin to Cape town
global people of conscience
rising up to cut corporate complicity
hP, Motorola, Sodastream
aroma, ahava, and ge
U.S. and Israeli companies
profiting off of suffering

this letter is not a coin
in the wishing well
or a final plea
before I resign
Palestinians will be free
that is an inevitability

when you are old and gray
and looking back on your presidency
many of us will remember where you stood
and we will sleep well knowing
that even as the hope and change candidate
reinforced an indigenous people’s suffering
the world knew better 
fists knocked down walls
resistance wrote the pages of history
and the shackles of Israeli oppression
remain relics in a museum
abhorring the principles you stood for

middle east

Remi Kanazi is a poet, writer, and activist. He is author of 
Poetic Injustice: Writings on resistance and Palestine and 
the editor of Poets For Palestine. He is on the organizing 
committee for the U.S. Campaign for the Academic and 
Cultural Boycott of Israel.

remi kanazi 
Special Envoy to Palestine and Israel

What a tangled mess I’ve inherited. As special envoy 
to Palestine and Israel, I have my work cut out. It 
will be a hard journey, but I’m determined to forge 

a better way for the people of Israel, Palestine, the Middle 
east and the united States.

I assume office at a time of great upheaval in the Middle 
east. The Arab revolutionary wave has swept governments 
from power in egypt, libya and Tunisia, while the Syrian 
civil war grinds on with catastrophic consequences. There 
are those who say that this unstable political climate means 
that we must postpone action on the Israel/Palestine front. 
but those people are wrong. If anything, the Arab revolution-
ary wave has exposed Israel’s regional weakness. It would 
in fact be in Israel’s best interests to address the roots of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict before it creeps up on them with conse-
quences the state cannot shape.

on the Israel/Palestine front specifically, the challenges re-
main daunting. I have to deal with a number of vexing devel-
opments that have pushed the possibility of a just settlement 
between Israelis and Palestinians to the farthest reaches of 
the mind. nobody thinks peace is possible with a divided 
Palestinian polity, settlement-boosting right-wing Israeli gov-
ernment and a u.S. government determined to back Israel 
and shield it from the consequences of its actions.

Where do I come in? Coming from an outsider, my attempts 
to address internal political developments in Palestine and Is-
rael will likely fail. but my appointment has already shown 
that possibilities exist for a radically different u.S. path on this 
issue. The Israel lobby raised its ugly head to smear me, but the 
President bucked them for the first time.

So my role will primarily address u.S. involvement and 
complicity in the perpetuation of the conflict. For decades, 
the united States has backed Israel unconditionally as 
it systematically violated international law 
by building West bank colonies that sliced 
and diced the territory slated to be a 

Palestinian state. This will change when I take the helm as 
special envoy to the region.

The main policy plank I plan on pursuing is to extricate 
the united States from its deep complicity with Israeli war 
crimes. I will send a message to the prime minister of Israel 
saying that if you do not take steps to stop the growth of 
settlements, ease the blockade of Gaza and begin a process 
of dismantling illegal colonies in the West bank, u.S. mili-
tary aid and diplomatic protection will be in jeopardy. If the 
united States is continually rebuffed, I will lobby Congress to 
support legislation that would cut aid to Israel and encourage 
the united States to support efforts for a peaceful solution 
based on international law at the united nations. Whether 
this will be a one-state or a two-state solution is up to the 
international community, and ultimately the Israelis and Pal-
estinians. but the time for u.S. leadership on this issue is now 
— and we’ll begin with looking at Israel’s criminal behavior.

These policies are no panacea — there is no magic bullet to 
solve the Israel/Palestine conflict. but the festering wound of 
Palestinian statelessness and displacement harms Americans 
as well as Palestinians and Israelis. The u.S. image in the 
Middle east will remain dismal as long as we continue to 
support Israel unconditionally. This affects the region’s in-
stability and Washington’s ability to lead in other areas. And 
it provides fuel to Islamic extremists 
who are outraged at Israel’s treatment 
of Palestinians.

For all those reasons, it is impor-
tant to shift u.S. policy to a more 
even-handed approach. The time 
to end u.S. complicity with Israel’s 
land-grabbing machine is now.

Alex Kane is an associate editor 
at the news website Mondo-

weiss and the World sec-
tion editor for AlterNet.

alex kane 
Special Envoy to  
Palestine and Israel
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below 14th st.
Seward Park Library 
192 e. broadway  
at Jefferson St. 

Bluestockings 
172 Allen St.

LES People’s Federal Credit Union 
39 Avenue b 

Whole Earth Bakery 
130 St. Mark’s Pl. 

Theater for the New City 
155 First Ave.

St. Mark’s Books 
31 Third Ave.

Mamoun’s Falafel restaurant 
22 St. Mark’s Pl.

Housing Works 
126 Crosby St.

Shakespeare & Co. 
716 broadway

Hudson Park Library 
66 leroy St.

Brecht Forum 
451 West St.

14th to 96th st.
Epiphany Library 
228 e. 23rd St.

Muhlenberg Library 
209 W. 23rd St.

Chelsea Square Restaurant 
W. 23rd St. & ninth Ave.

Columbus Library 
942 Tenth Ave.

Manhattan Neighborhood 
Network 
537 W. 59th St.

above 96th st.
Bloomingdale Library 
150 W. 100th St. 

Book Culture 
526 W. 112th St.

Harlem Library 
9 W. 124th St.

George Bruce Library 
518 W. 125th St.

Hamilton Grange Library 
503 W. 145th St.

Uptown Sister’s Books 
W. 156th St. & Amsterdam

brooKlyn
Brooklyn Museum 
200 eastern Pkwy.

Brooklyn Library 
1044 eastern Pkwy.

Long Island University 
1 university Plaza

Tea Lounge 
union St. & Seventh Ave.

Verb Café 
bedford Ave. & n. 5th St.

Pacific Street Library 
25 Fourth Ave.

Outpost Café 
1014 Fulton St.

Kaisa’s Café 
146 bedford Ave.

Bedford Library 
496 Franklin Ave.

Parkside Deli 
203 Parkside Ave.

Queens
Court Square Diner 
45-30 23rd St.

Diversity Center 
77-11 37th St.

CUNY Law School
2 Court Sq.

Brandworkers
45-02 23rd St., 2nd Fl.

Aubergine Cafe
49-12 Skillman Ave.

Philippine Forum
40-21 96th St.

bronX
brook Park 
141st St. & brook Ave.

Mott Haven Library 
321 e. 140th St.

Mi Casa Bakery 
18 e. bedford Park blvd.

staten island
St. George Library Center 
5 Central Ave.

Port Richmond Library 
75 bennett St.

Everything Goes Book Café 
208 bay St.

Where do I get my copy of the Indypendent ?

a Free paper
For Free people

Phone: 212-904-1282
Email: contact@indypendent.org

INDYPENDENT

PlacE Your 
aD IN ThE 
INDY!
To fIND ouT morE abouT our 
afforDablE raTEs, EmaIl 
coNTacT@INDYPENDENT.org or 
call 212-904-1282



14
   

JA
n

u
A

r
y

 2
1 

– 
F

e
b

u
r

A
r

y
 1

7,
 2

01
3 

  T
h

e 
In

d
y

p
e

n
d

e
n

T the very first thing I would do upon taking office as secretary 
of labor would be to get some comfortable shoes, find the big-
gest and loudest and most vibrant picket line — strike, lock-

out, wherever workers are fighting for their rights — and join in. 
Because ultimately, though good legislation and good executive 
branch work helps, really, what will revitalize labor is the workers 
taking the struggle into their own hands. 

that said, here’s a few ideas that I’d push for, in addition to deep-
er, better, stronger and fiercer enforcement of laws holding bosses 
accountable for how they treat their workforce. It’s so far beyond 
time to raise the minimum wage that it’s a joke, and a good secre-
tary of labor would lead that fight — I’d say to about $15 an hour 
and index it to inflation so we’re never stuck in this place again. a 
domestic workers’ bill of rights on a national scale, modeled after 

new york’s own, giving domestic workers labor protections. Stron-
ger protections for farmworkers as well — these two types of work 
were deliberately left out of the national labor Relations act be-
cause at the time they were jobs done by people of color, and they 
deserve protections. 

I’d pull together the smartest team of experts and advisers and 
strategists I could find and come up with a labor law reform that 
would really make an impact — take the good bits of the employee 
Free Choice act, really look at what else we could fix and come up 
with a package that would stop some of the bleeding from states 
like Wisconsin and Michigan and Indiana where Republican gover-
nors have hacked away union rights. 

and finally, it’s time to revamp how we do unemployment in-
surance, too. like most of our social safety net, it’s tied to one’s 
(former) job in a way that leaves too many people vulnerable. With 
unemployment still high and jobs still too scarce, it’s past time to 
start talking about an idea from the nixon administration — a guar-
anteed minimum income/universal basic income. nothing gives 
people power at work like not being terrified of being out of work. 

My first order of business as the new 
Housing and urban Development 
secretary will be to end homeless-

ness and revamp the HoPe VI grant program. 
Currently, there are more abandoned proper-
ties in this country than there are homeless 
people, and the solution is obvious: combine 
the two. Dr. Jill Stein and I ran on a platform 
of the Green new Deal, which is based on the 
principle that all Americans have a right to 
safe, decent and accessible affordable housing. 
I will work to further this goal.

Current HuD programs are grossly inad-
equate and have massive undesirable con-
sequences. A salient example is the failed 
HoPe VI program. This program, begun in 
1993, was designed to revitalize and remedy 
problems with public housing by departing 
from the former “housing project” model 
and moving toward mixed-use development. 
While a laudable goal, the program has 
failed and has only made the housing crisis 
for America’s poor worse. Grants are being 
used to demolish existing public housing 
in order to rebuild new “mixed-use” units. 
There is, however, no requirement that the 
new construction have a “one-to-one” re-
placement of the former housing units. Ad-
ditionally, “mixed use” has been used to de-
velop mixed-income housing, which shrinks 
the number of units available to the poor 
and amounts to nothing less than the usur-
pation of housing from the poor to be given 
at subsidized rates to the middle class.

The result of this failed program, in cities 
from louisville, Ky., and Columbus, ohio, 
to the bay Area in California, is the displace-
ment of u.S. families who can least afford 

such a change. Families are being uprooted 
from communities they have lived in for 
generations and shipped to remote commu-
nities without access to transit or employ-
ment centers and in many cases left home-
less. rather than solving problems with 
low-income housing, the HoPe VI program 
merely hides the poor from the view.

I will immediately institute a moratorium 
on the disbursement of any further HoPe 
VI monies. The requirements for obtaining 
such a grant must be amended. In the first 
instance, the demolition of housing should 
be a last resort. Many units have been fam-
ily homes for generations, and the immoral 
destruction of these homes must end. In 
those instances where rebuilding is the best 
option, the program must require a one-to-
one replacement of any demolished unit. 
Furthermore, these new units must be re-
served for low-income families who depend 
on public housing. Finally, the siting of ad-
ditional or new units must be in urban cen-
ters with access to transit and jobs and not 
in undesirable and remote areas that burden 
residents with crippling commutes.

As my first order of business, I will enD 
homelessness by housing our veterans, our 
seniors and our low-income families. We 
will empty the shelters and fill the homes! 

The recommendations above are but the 
beginning: With the Green new Deal we 
could make all of this and more a reality. 
I invite you all to follow Jill Stein and me 
this year as we work with others to bring 
the Green new deal to life and make it a 
reality because the next generation deserves 
just that! 

cHeri Honkala 
Secretary 
Department of Housing and  
Urban Development

Cheri Honkala is a nationally known advocate for the poor and homeless, co-founder of the Kensington Welfare Rights Union and co-founder and National Coordinator of the Poor 
People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign. She was the Green Party’s nominee for vice president in the 2012 U.S. presidential election.

rebuilding families and communities

empty the ShelteRS, fill the homeS

SaraH JaFFe 
Secretary 
Department of Labor

a depaRtment that fightS foR laboR Sarah Jaffe is an independent journalist, a rabblerouser and 
contributor to Truthout, AlterNet, The nation, Jacobin and 
others. Follow her exploits on Twitter: @sarahljaffe.
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the Old Guard
Secretary oF State  

Hillary Clinton (2009 – January 2013)

before she was the First lady, new york Senator and 2008 almost-
nominee, Hillary Clinton played another role: during her time as Arkan-
sas First lady, she served on the board of mega-corporation Wal-Mart 
for six fruitful years. As obama’s powerful secretary of state, Clinton 
called dictators friends (“I really consider [egyptian] President and Mrs. 
Mubarak to be friends of my family,” she said in 2009); pushed for war 
in libya after initially missing 2010’s Arab Spring (“We didn’t get off 
to such a great start with egypt — let’s reverse that with libya”); and 
endorsed military coups (initially questioning whether the Honduran 
military’s 2009 takeover fit the definition of a coup, then enthusiastically 
welcoming the country back into the international community). Many of 
Wal-Mart’s clothes are made in Honduras.

Secretary oF labor

Hilda Solis (2009 – January 2013)

both Hilda Solis’s nomination and resignation as secretary of labor were 
met with met with warm and fuzzy press releases from the nation’s larg-
est unions. It’s not surprising, because she basically gets the fight for 
workers’ rights (even if her boss doesn’t). remember the huge standoff 
in Wisconsin over anti-union governor Scott Walker’s attack on public 
workers in 2011? As janitors and firemen occupied the state house, the 
New York Times reported, “When West Wing officials discovered that 
the Democratic national Committee had mobilized Mr. obama’s na-
tional network to support the protests, they angrily reined in the staff 
at the party headquarters. Administration officials said they saw such 
events beyond Washington as distractions from the optimistic ‘win the 
future’ message Mr. obama introduced with his State of the union Ad-
dress.” Solis’s reputation of fighting for worker’s rights gained nothing 
from an administration that wouldn’t lift a finger for the pro-worker 
employee Free Choice Act while unions, public and private sector, shrink 
and grow weaker.

Secretary oF energy

Steven Chu (2009 — present)

nobel Prize winner Chu has the respect of the scientific community and 
occasionally calls it as he sees it (saying in 2007, for example, “Coal is my 
worst nightmare”), but his lackluster leadership has promoted the misno-
mer “clean coal,” pushed nuclear power (even after Japan’s Fukushima 
disaster), wanly supported the controversial Xl Tar Sands Pipeline, and 
been simply missing in action on global climate change. If he continues 
this way, Chu’s place in the history books will be as the one adminis-
tration official who was smart enough to realize the dangers of global 
climate change, but did virtually nothing to mitigate the coming storm.

Secretary oF tHe treaSury 

Timothy Geithner (2009 – present)

Timothy Geither is so in lockstep with Wall Street that everyone is under 
the mistaken belief that he’s directly from Goldman Sachs (which tends 
to happen when you negotiate a secret $30 billion loan for an investment 
firm with negligible interest). From World Trade organizations negotia-
tions under Clinton in the 1990s to saving Wall Street after it cratered 
the economy, Geithner has protected banking interests under Democrats 
for decades now. even the usually supportive New York Post was moved 
to comment, “If there’s a common thread to almost every bank bailout 
over the last 15 years, it’s that Timothy Geithner was always somewhere 
in the room.”

Secretary oF Homeland Security 

Janet Napolitano (2009 – present)

The obama Administration has detained and deported a record number 
of undocumented immigrants, expelling around three quarters of a mil-
lion people in 2011 and 2012 alone. 

Secretary oF tHe interior

Ken Salazar (2009 – February 2013)

As senator, the conservative Democrat voted against measures such as in-
creasing fuel standards, repealing tax breaks for exxonMobil, and pro-
tecting the Florida coast from offshore drilling. As secretary, he upheld 
the bush-era policy preventing the regulation of greenhouse gas emis-
sions via the endangered Species Act and has hewed close to the whims of 
mining, drilling, and ranching interests. Curiously, the one scandal that 
has affected him involves hundreds of wild horses, sold off to a known 
horse slaughterer for $10 apiece. When questioned about it late last year, 
Salazar told a reporter: “If you do that to me again, I’ll punch you out.”

Secretary oF education

Arne Duncan (2009 – present)

After eight long years of W. keeping public school teachers on edge, Dun-
can went out of his way to keep up the heat. before heading to Wash-
ington, he pushed school privatization in Chicago; in 2010, when every 
teacher in a poorly performing rhode Island high school was fired, he ap-
plauded the move as “courageous”; in 2012, 10 states were finally given 
waivers to the much-criticized bush-era “no Child left behind” policy, 
but obama’s similarly designed “race to the Top” grants follow a similar 
painful path: treating education like a competition with winners and los-
ers. Teachers are still on edge and students are still suffering.

Since his inauguration in 2009, President Obama has overseen a shad-
owy and globalized war on terror that relies heavily on elite special 
operations units and an increasingly militarized Central Intelligence 

agency. as of May 2012 U.S. special operations forces were on track to un-
dertake missions in 120 countries around the world, up from approximately 
80 the year before. 

In addition to ongoing missions in Iraq and afghanistan, U.S. forces along 
with the CIa have carried out airstrikes in Pakistan, yemen and Somalia. a 
veil of secrecy surrounding the administration’s drone program has made 
the cost of the strikes difficult to tally but reports by the Uk’s bureau of In-
vestigative Journalism indicate President Obama has presided over more 
than 300 drone strikes in Pakistan alone, with up to 891 civilians killed, in-
cluding 176 children. In yemen, U.S. strikes have taken the lives of three U.S. 
citizens, including 16-year-old abdulrahman al-awlaki. a strike in the re-
mote region of al Majala in southwestern yemen in december 2009 resulted 
in the deaths of 41 people, including at least 21 children. 

Under President Obama, the United States played a crucial role in the 2011 
military campaign to oust Muammar gaddafi in libya, which human rights 
organizations claim led to the deaths of 72 civilians, including 20 women and 
24 children. Much of the administration’s involvement in the horn of africa 
and the arabian Peninsula has been made possible by the expansion of a 
secretive drone base in djibouti, where the unmanned vehicles are said to 
conduct over a dozen missions in the region each day. 

While Obama has claimed that he put an end to the Bush-era tactic of 
extraordinary rendition, in which terror suspects are captured and shipped 
to a third country for interrogation, a January report by the Washington Post 
revealed the administration has continued to embrace the practice. In ad-
dition, an investigation in 2011 by The Nation’s Jeremy Scahill uncovered 
secret prisons in Somalia used by the CIa. 

Most recently the Obama administration has offered drone and aerial 
fueling support to French forces operating in Mali.

—Ryan deVeReaUx

Obama’s first-term cabinet gave a few celebrity politicians, like Hillary Clinton, the 

spotlight; for others, witness protection couldn’t have hidden them more. Here’s a look 

at some of greatest* hits from the Obama cabinet’s first four years.  *worst 

the fiRSt  
fouR yeaRS:  

obama’S bloody 
footpRint

miXed nuts
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If ever there was a part of the Washington 
bureaucracy that has nowhere to go but 
up, it would be the Department of Health 

and Human Services. Last year, HHS was 
the centerpiece of the Obama administra-
tion’s efforts to show that it could be just as 
big a budget-cutter as any republican White 
House, not for a moment sparing the most 
vulnerable. In some ways, it succeeded.

HHS administers a host of programs that 
aren’t well known to most americans but 
that are vital to poor households. Obama’s 
2013 austerity budget called for cutting the 
Low Income Home energy assistance Pro-
gram, reducing immunization programs 
for the low-income and uninsured, slashing 
graduate education funding for children’s 
doctors and eliminating of the Preventive 
Health and Health Service block Grant. 
The latter is an especially valuable way to 
shift the focus of u.S. healthcare toward 
prevention and wellness—something that’s 
just considered rational in most industrial-
ized countries.

all of these are cuts that americans will 
find themselves paying for sooner or later in 
the form of privation and worse health care 
for the poorest. In addition, we’ll be deal-
ing with the consequences of continuing 
woeful underfunding of vital services like 
foster care and other child care, HIV/aIDS 
prevention programs and home-based care 
for seniors.

So where do I go from here, as secretary 
of HHS? First, a word of definition. Outside 
of Homeland Security, HHS is the biggest 
mishmash of programs and services in the 

federal government. another way to think 
of it is Medicare, Medicaid and everything 
else. Medicare makes up 56 percent of 
HHS’s budget, Medicaid 30 percent, and 
everything else — from Indian Health Ser-
vices to HIV/aIDS — 8 percent. It’s that last 
8 percent that always takes the brunt of the 
budget cuts.

as secretary, I’ll push aggressively to allow 
State Innovation Waivers for ObamaCare by 
2014, rather than 2017, so that Vermont and 
other states that choose to follow its lead can 
move ahead with single-payer alternatives to 
the “market-based” solutions embodied in 
the president’s healthcare law. I’ll go to the 
people to make clear the long-term cost of the 
program cuts that the administration pushed 
for HHS in 2012. and I’ll fight republican 
efforts to turn Medicaid into a block-grant 
program that state governments can then 
manipulate away from its focus on helping 
the poor and working poor.

HHS is probably the most vilified set of 
programs in government, used over and 
over by conservatives looking for cheap 
ways to assert that poverty programs breed 
poverty or that government is trying to use 
these programs to create a society of wel-
fare dependency. Most HHS secretaries in 
recent decades have just tried to keep their 
heads down and avoid controversy. I’ll take 
a different route. I’ll expose republican ef-

forts to censor scientific 
research at the Centers 
for Disease Control, 
to keep contraception 
unavailable, to exempt 

certain states from the universal coverage 
requirements of ObamaCare and to keep 
end-of-life planning from being covered 
as part of Medicare. among many other 
things.

This might seem less than overwhelming 
— good policy, but nothing more. but the 
conservative culture war on social services 
doesn’t usually take the form of out-and-
out assaults on big, universal programs like 
Medicare. Instead, it consists of attacks on 
parts of these programs, and on more mod-
est programs, usually in the name of reli-
gious freedom or family values. Often these 
are inaccurate, such as Mitt romney’s cam-
paign-trail accusation that Obama wanted 
to “gut” work requirements for federal wel-
fare programs. but the point is to deny the 
validity of any solution to social problems 
that can be described as collective or coop-
erative — even when it’s run by government 
and even when the private sector makes a 
profit from it, as with Medicare and much 
of ObamaCare.

The first duty of the secretary of HHS has 
got to be to publicly, aggressively fight back 
against these attacks, making clear that 
the work of HHS is vital to maintaining a 
civilized society and throw the conserva-
tives’ real agenda back in their faces — to 
cut anything and everything that poses any 
threat to the low-tax, low-wage economic 
regime they’ve built for themselves. Should 
the President prefer that I avoid controversy 
and leave this fundamental issue alone, my 
course is clear—I will resign.

AT HeAlTH And HumAn services, nowHere To go buT up
Eric LaursEn 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services

Eric Laursen is an independent journalist based in western Massachu-
setts. He’s the author of The People’s Pension: The Struggle to Defend 
Social Security Since reagan.

healing the healers

black history month at the brecht

Building 
a MoveMent 
that Moves

451 West street  
(btwn Bank and Bethune)

Thu, Jan 31 • 7:30 pm 
Book Party hosted by the hubert harrison and theodore W. allen society 
the invention of the White Race

Fri FEb 1, saT FEb 2, sun FEb 3 • 8:00 pm 
langston hughes 
“the Black Clown” and “Jesse B. simple alive in harlem” 
visual artist Renaldo davidson & anthony thompson aKa adeagbo  
Mwai Mudo with special guest Poet sandra Clark

saT, FEb 9 • 4:00 pm 
the large and unconventional life of Mrs. Paul RoBeson

WEd FEb 13 • 7:30 pm 
tales oF the 1% FilM seRies:School Daze (directed by spike lee)

Thu FEb 14• 7:30 pm 
sojourning for Freedom: Black Women, american Communism,  
and the Making of Black left Feminism

TuE, FEb 19 • 5:30 pm 
14-WeeK Class/Reading gRouP Begins 
Black Reconstruction in america 
By W.e.B. duBois

Thu, FEb 21 • 7:30 pm 
the Rebellious life of Mrs. Rosa Parks

Please  
register online: 

brechtforum.org 
212-242-4201

With your 
support, we’ve 
raised almost 
$15,000 to meet our 
goal. re-igniting the 
radical imagination 
is important but we 
can’t do it without 
your help! 

Indypendent.org/
donate

thank you!

overtime!
New deadliNe to doNate to 
the iNdypeNdeNt’s CampaigN 
for a radiCal 2013: 
JaNUary 31
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I accept the assignment to become head of 
the Drug enforcement Administration 
(DeA). I propose the following new mis-

sion for the agency:
DEA = Dare to Explore Alternatives

I think it’s fair to say our drug enforce-
ment policies fit the definition of insanity: 
doing the same thing over and over expect-
ing a different result.

My goal as DeA administrator is to break 
the cycle of agency dependency on supply-
side approaches emphasizing interdiction, 
arrest, conviction and incarceration as the 
principal way to win the “war on drugs.” 
I recommend the DeA explore alternative 
drug policies and practices in the following 
three areas:

reForm mariJuana policy
A. Reschedule Marijuana and Allow State 
Experimentation
It’s time the DeA acknowledged the shift in 
public opinion regarding the appropriate-
ness of punishing people for possessing and 
using marijuana — 16 states and the District 
of Columbia have approved access to mari-
juana for medical use. last november vot-
ers in Washington and Colorado approved 
initiatives authorizing their states to tax and 
regulate marijuana cultivation and distribu-
tion to adults for recreational use. recent 

polls have affirmed this is not just a regional 
shift — nationally, more than 50 percent 
of Americans 40 years and younger believe 
marijuana should be legally regulated for 
adult use, more than two thirds of Ameri-
cans of all ages support access to medical 
marijuana. yet federal policy still considers 
marijuana a dangerous drug, deserving of 
Schedule 1 status, meaning it has no legiti-
mate use — more dangerous than cocaine, 
which is classified Schedule 2. The policy 
defies logic and experience, which is why 
almost one-third of states have enacted laws 
directly in defiance. What should a transfor-
mational administration do?

Dare to explore alternatives!
I recommend the DeA support the request 

by the governors of Washington, rhode Is-
land and Vermont that the federal govern-
ment reschedule marijuana consistent with 
available science and medical research.

President obama recently affirmed that 
pursuing marijuana users is not a priority 
of federal law enforcement; as he correctly 
noted, “we have bigger fish to fry.” It makes 
sense for the DeA and Justice Department to 
allow officials to develop and implement ef-
fective regulatory schemes in states that have 
approved access to marijuana. A recent eco-
nomic study projects the development of a le-
gal supply of domestically grown cannabis in 
the united States has the potential to dramat-
ically reduce the profits derived by Mexican 
drug cartels — for instance, the Sinaloa car-
tel could lose about $1 billion/year if it had to 
compete with marijuana grown in Washing-
ton or Colorado. Few u.S. drug policies have 
significantly affected the profitability of the 
illicit drug trade; the DeA should encourage 
states to be “laboratories for experimenta-
tion” by exploring alternative drug policies 
that can undermine the power and profits of 
drug trafficking organizations is something 
the DeA should endorse.

B. Reduce Marijuana Arrests
nationally, arrests for marijuana offenses 
account for nearly half of all drug arrests 
by state and local law enforcement, often 
made possible by federal funding. African-
American and latino youth are dispropor-
tionately targeted for drug law enforcement, 
and marijuana arrests are no exception. 
This racially biased law enforcement un-
dermines the obama administration’s goal 
of increasing high school retention rates 
and improving educational outcomes, par-
ticularly for black and latino youth. under 
my direction, the DeA will make receipt of 
federal funding for local law enforcement 
contingent on demonstrating elimination of 

racial, gender and ethnic and age disparities 
in drug law enforcement as well as reducing 
arrests for marijuana offenses.

reduce preScription drug abuSe
While the DeA has focused primarily on 
fighting illicit drug use, prescription drug 
abuse has reached epidemic proportions. 
In recent years more people have died from 
prescription drug overdoses than all the il-
licit drugs combined. For millions of Ameri-
cans with inadequate or no health insur-
ance, pharmaceuticals are marketed as a 
relatively cheap way to deal with various 
health challenges. Painkillers and medica-
tions that treat attention deficit disorders 
have become common drugs of abuse. So far 
the DeA has relied on strategies designed to 
reduce diversion, but an unintended conse-
quence of this approach has been shortages 
of medication for legitimate patients with 
immediate needs.

The DeA will initiate a public education 
campaign about the dangers of prescription 
drug abuse — Pills Can Kill. The campaign 
will target populations with heightened vul-
nerability to prescription drug abuse includ-
ing students, shift workers, military veterans 
and people with mental health disorders. 
I recommend the DeA collect data from 
states with medical marijuana programs to 
assess the efficacy of cannabis for pain man-
agement. evidence suggests marijuana may 
provide a viable alternative to oxycodone 
and other pharmaceutical opioids for man-
aging acute and/or chronic pain. 

mitigate tHe international impact 
oF u.S. drug laW enForcement 
nowhere have the consequences of drug war 
militarization been felt more acutely than in 
Mexico. over the past six years, more than 
60,000 men, women and children have lost 
their lives in Mexico’s bloody drug war as 
cartels battle the government and each other 
for access to the lucrative u.S. drug market. 
often they’re killing each other with guns 
that come from the united States, purchased 
with money laundered by u.S. banks.

our neighbors to the south have become 
disillusioned with the war on drugs. recent-
ly leaders from Mexico, Honduras, belize, 
Costa rica and Guatemala have called for 
reassessing the global drug prohibition re-
gime that relies on punishment and explor-
ing alternative approaches that will reduce 
the violence, sickness and death associated 
with the drug war. The DeA will endorse 
the call by latin American leaders for a re-
gional meeting of the organizatio of Ameri-
can States to discuss drug policies followed 
by a u.n. General Assembly Special Session 
on drug prohibition no later than 2015. To-
gether we will Dare to explore Alternatives 
to punitive drug prohibition.

Deborah Peterson Small is the executive director of Break the Chains, a public policy re-
search and advocacy organization committed to addressing the disproportionate impact of 
punitive drug policies on poor communities of color. 

deboraH Small 
Director 
Drug Enforcement Administration

a new day foR the dea

StateS allOWIng MedICal MaRIJUana

drugs

Tue Jan 22, 7PM • Free 
Reading: ValeRie Jones, Veronica Jones 
and the case of MuMia abu-JaMal 
in 1996 Veronica Jones courageously took a 
stand for truth and justice in the case of Mumia 
abu-Jamal. Before she died in 2009, she 
related her life story to her sister, Valerie, who 
crafted Veronica’s experiences into a riveting 
memoir about police misconduct, wrongful 
incarceration, and the american justice system.

Thu Jan 24, 7PM • $5 Sugg 
occupy uniVeRsity people’s 
ReconstRuction seRies 
in the final event of this series, organized by 
occupy university in order to address issues 
related to Hurricane sandy, we ask what 
communities can do to address both the 
immediate threats and consequences of climate 
change as well as the systemic injustices that 
disasters like sandy uncover.

Sun Jan 27, 7PM • $5 Sugg 
peRfoRMance: MaRy laMBeRt & Rose Mcaleese
Mary lambert, lesbian poet and singer-
songwriter of Macklemore’s “same love” stops 
in with poet Rose Mcaleese. at 23 years old, 
both writers have shaken up the seattle poetry 
scene, each winning the seattle grand slam for 
2011 and 2012. 

Thu Jan 31, 7PM • $5 Sugg 
pResentation: “sex WoRkeR actiVisM in nyc”
please join activists and organizers from the 
sex Workers outreach project – new york 
city to discuss the local issues the sex worker 
community is fighting, why local organizing is 
direly important, and the impact of community 
organizing on sex workers.

bluestockings
radical bookstore | activist center | fair trade cafe

172 Allen St  •  212-777-6028  
b l u e s t o c k i n g s . c o m
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all poweR  
to the imagination

1. re-instate grants to artists. 501(c)(3) status will no longer be a requirement to 

access public funds for creating culture. The arts are one of the last (and quickly 

dwindling) fringes of rote professionalization, and funding will support contin-

ued experimentation in the contours of creative life.

2. definitively lift all content restrictions on funding, whether explicit or tacit. Content 

restrictions run counter to the First Amendment. Artists cannot create a diverse 

dialogue that enriches our culture under conditions of censorship. Art is not 

meant to advance a singular point of view, particularly not one that is hetero-

sexist, racist, and misogynistic, such as the one that led to the introduction of 

the content restrictions idea and near dissolution of the neA 20 years ago.

3. up the percent of the one percent. In the age of record prices in a rarefied but 

over-exposed corner of the art market, the neA recommends a tax of 50 per-

cent on all art sales of $50,000 or greater. This revenue is to be earmarked to 

fund co-operatively run exhibitions, performances, and public art projects, as 

well as healthcare for cultural workers.

all poWer to tHe imagination.

Sunita praSad 
Director 

National Endowment for the Arts

art

Sunita Prasad is a New York City artist. She was a member of the now-defunct 
radical cultural collective Red Channels, which invaded the Paris Commune 
restaurant in New York City, delivered giant “radioactive” paper cranes to the 
General Electric corporation and gave walking tours 
of New York on topics such as the prisons in Manhat-
tan and wildcat strikes in local history.
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Visit

from	occupy	sandy	to	immigrant	
rights	to	the	struggles	against	
austerity	and	more,	we know 
where you want us to be:	at	
the	side	of	grassroots	social	
movements	that	are	making	a	
difference.	your	support	allows	
us	to	provide	you	original,	on-
the-ground	reporting	and	sharp,	
insightful	analysis	you	can	get	
nowhere	else.

Thank you for your 
donation. 	Every little bit 
makes a difference!

mail to: the indypendent 
666 Broadway, Suite 510, ny, ny 10012
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